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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


United States of America, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

$13,000 in U.S. Currency, and 
$86,168.42 seized from SEFCU Ra nk 
Account ending in xxx959, 

Defendants. 


Civil Action No.: 


l:19-cv-770 (GLS/CFH) 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE IN REM 

The United States of America brings this verified complaint for forfeiture in rem against 
the above-captioned assets (the “defendant currency”) and alleges as follows: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

This is an action in rem brought pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) and Rule G of the 
Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions. 
Forfeiture is sought of the defendant currency as money furnished or intended to be furnished in 
exchange for a controlled substance, proceeds traceable to such an exchange, or money used or 
intended to be used to facilitate a violation of 21 U.S.C. § 841. 

THE PARTIES 

1. Plaintiff is the United States of America. 

2. The defendant currency- $13,000 in U.S. Currency and $86,168.42 of funds seized 
from a SEFCU bank account ending in xxx959 - is in the custody of the United States. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 


3. 


This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 
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§§ 1345 and 1355. 

4. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the defendant currency pursuant to 28 
U.S.C. § 1355(b). 

5. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1355 and 1395. 

FACTS 

6. Andy and William Dickson are brothers with long histories of drug-trafficking 
convictions. Andy Dickson is currently incarcerated in connection with the crimes summarized 
below. 

Andy Dickson 

7. The Colonie Police Department began investigating Andy Dickson in October 2018 
for selling cocaine. 

8. On multiple occasions spanning several months, law enforcement observed Andy 
Dickson selling powder and crack cocaine throughout Colonie, New York. On some occasions, 
he sold drugs to one or more confidential informant using prerecorded buy money that authorities 
later seized, pursuant to a search warrant, from his home. A few examples follow. 

9. On January 10, 2019, law enforcement observed Andy Dickson leave his home, 
drive to the parking lot of a local store, and sell three grams of crack cocaine for $300. 

10. On January 11,2019, law enforcement observed Andy Dickson leave his home and 
have recorded evidence of him selling two grams of crack cocaine for $200. 

11. On January 14,2019, law enforcement observed Andy Dickson leave his home and 
have recorded evidence of him selling two grams of crack cocaine for $200. 
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12. On January 15, 2019, law enforcement observed Andy Dickson leave his home and 
hand an individual drugs in exchange for money. Officers arrested Andy Dickson at the scene and 
seized crack cocaine from the person they observed him selling it to. 

13. After Andy Dickson was arrested, police executed a search warrant at his home. 

14. While searching Andy Dickson’s home, officers found in his bedroom more than 
12 ounces of cocaine (much of which was packaged for resale); more than 408 grams of marijuana; 
unlabeled prescription bottles containing Adderall, Amphetamine, Alprazolam, Klonopin and 
Hydrocodone; various digital scales; and an assortment of items used to mix and package drugs. 

15. Police also found $5,480 in Andy Dickson’s bedroom dresser, mainly wrapped in 
rubber bands, including some of the prerecorded buy money used in connection with the controlled 
drug sales identified above. That money, which has already been forfeited administratively, was 
found in the dresser together with cocaine, drug bags, and digital scales. 

16. Police also found in Andy Dickson’s bedroom SEFCU bank records for accounts 
in his name. 

17. The SEFCU bank records show regular cash deposits - ranging from $1,000 to 
$8,000 - during the same period that Andy Dickson was kn own to be selling cocaine. During this 
same period, he was unemployed. 

18. In February 2019, law enforcement obtained a seizure warrant for SEFCU account 
#xxx959. The account balance at the time of the seizure was $86,168.42. 

19. Andy Dickson recently pled guilty in Albany County Court to a drug-related 
offense, and is serving a six-year sentence. 
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William Dickson 

20. On January 16, 2019, a Colonie Police Department patrolman observed a vehicle 
driving erratically and initiated a traffic stop. The vehicle was being driven by Andy Dickson’s 
brother, William Dickson. When the patrolman and his partner approached the vehicle, they 
smelled marijuana. 

21. Officers subsequently searched William Dickson and found more than 10 grams of 
marijuana in his pocket. They then searched the vehicle - which was registered to a third-party - 
and found $13,000 in cash, wrapped in rubber bands, in the glove box. 

22. A properly-trained narcotics detection dog - who does not alert to marijuana - 
positively alerted to the scent of other drugs in the glove box where the $13,000 was found. 

23. William Dickson was arrested and taken to the police station. During a recorded 
interview with police, William Dickson told authorities that the $13,000 was “money [he had] 
saved forever” in his home. 

Andy Dickson’s and William Dickson’s Administrative Claims 

24. In April 2019, William Dickson filed an administrative claim with the Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA) for the $ 13,000 that was seized from the car. Whereas he told 
the Colonie Police Department that this was “money [he had] saved forever” in his home, he swore 
to DEA, under penalty of perjury, that it was money he collected “from various relatives” to hire 
a lawyer for his brother, Andy Dickson. 

25. That same month, Andy Dickson filed an administrative claim with DEA to the 
$86,168.42 which was seized from SEFCU Bank Account #xxx959. He swore, under penalty of 
perjury, that he has a “valid, good faith, and legally cognizable interest in” the seized funds and, 
to support that statement, claimed that his “bank has additional information that will show these 
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assets to be lawfully gained.” As of the date of this filing, Andy Dickson has not provided DEA 
or this office with evidence, from his bank or otherwise, to support that statement. 

CONCLUSION 

26. The facts set forth above support a reasonable belief that the government will be 
able to meet its burden of proof at trial. Specifically, probable cause exists to believe that the 
defendant funds constitute: (a) money furnished or intended to be furnished by a person in 
exchange for a controlled substance in violation of the Controlled Substances Act; (b) proceeds 
traceable to such an exchange; or (c) money used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation of 
the Controlled Substances Act. 

WHEREFORE, pursuant to Supplemental Rule G, plaintiff the United States of America, 
respectfully requests that the Court: 

(1) Issue a Warrant of Arrest In Rem, in the form submitted with this Complaint; 

(2) Direct any person having any claim to the defendant currency to file and serve their 
Verified Claims and Answers as required by 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(4) and Supplemental Rule G; 

(3) Enter judgment declaring the defendant property to be forfeited and condemned to 
the use and benefit of the United States; and 

(4) Award such other and further relief to the United States as it deems proper and just. 

Dated: June 27, 2019 GRANT C. JAQUITH 

United States Attorney 

By: /s/Adam J. Katz 

Adam J. Katz 

Assistant United States Attorney 
Bar Roll No. 515310 
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VERIFICATION 


STATE OF NEW YORK 


) ss: 


COUNTY OF ALBANY 


Matthew E. Garrigan being duly sworn, deposes and states: 

I am an Investigator with the Colonie Police Department. I have read the foregoing 
Complaint for Forfeiture and assert that the facts contained therein are true to the best of my 
knowledge and belief, based upon knowledge possessed by me and/or on information received 
from other law enforcement officers. 




Colonie Police Department 




Sworn to and subscribed before me this 



No' 





jprc;c;!Q/\ FFHFDAY 

Notary Public, S- r ’_ c ' 1 
No. C'TU,: 

Qualified in He.:-:' > 


S York 
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